 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RUTH 2007 – THE GODFATHER
SCENE 1

(Theme music starts.  GODFATHER enters and takes a seat DSR.  Enter NAOMI, RUTH, and ORPAH.  NAOMI sits across from GODFATHER.)

NAOMI

I believe in Moab.  Years ago when the famine came, my husband and I left Bethlehem and found a home here.  Our sons grew up and found wives.  We made our fortune here.  But then my husband died, and now my two sons.  I am alone with my daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth.  Our money and food are gone: we have nothing left.  So I said to them, “Orpah and Ruth, for help, we must go to Don Corleone.” 

GODFATHER

Naomi, you do me great respect by coming to me.  I remember your husband.  He always treated me with respect.  So, to honor his friendship this is what I will do for you.  There is someone in Bethlehem I did a small service for some years ago.  His name is Don Boazini.  You will go to him, he will take care of you as a service to me.

NAOMI

Thank you, Godfather.  But, but ...

GODFATHER

What about your daughters-in-law?  

NAOMI

Yes, Godfather.

GODFATHER

They can go with you.  Or, if they choose to stay here in Moab, I will find them new husbands.

NAOMI(Kissing the GODFATHER’s hand.)  

Thank you Godfather.  You understand everything!

GODFATHER

Now, someday – and that day may never come – I may ask you for some small service in repayment.  But until that day, take this as a sign of my respect for your husband.

SCENE 2 – ROAD TO BETHLEHEM
(NAOMI, RUTH, and ORPAH enter, carrying luggage)

NA

Go, return each of you to her mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may find a home, each of you in the house of her husband!

RUTH and ORPAH 
No, we will return with you to your people.
NAOMI

Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb that they may become your husbands?  Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband.  Even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons,  would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the Lord has gone forth against me." 

(They embrace, weeping.  OR starts to leave, but RUTH remains.) 

NAOMI
See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.
RUTH

Entreat me not to leave you or to return from following you; for where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God; where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if even death parts me from you.


(They start walking in vain. A group of  women approach them.)

WOMEN: Is this Naomi?  We haven’t see her in years!

NAOMI

Do not call me Naomi, call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the Lord has afflicted me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me? 

(Women walk away, shaking their heads, puzzled)

NAOMI

Don Corleone says that everything has been arranged.  We are to go to Don Boazini’s fields and glean the grain.

SCENE 3 – DON BOAZINI’S FIELDS

(The Fields are being harvested.  Enter BOAZINI.  MB1 approaches.)

BOAZINI

So, my friends, how’s it going?

MOBSTER1

Really good, Don Boazini.  With our piece of the action, we’ll make out like bandits.  Oops, sorry, Boss.  (Exits.)

(MOBSTER 2 comes running up holding a can of tuna fish.)

MOBSTER2

Hey, Boss, somebody on a donkey just dropped this off at the edge of the field.  What’s it mean?

BOAZINI

It’s an old Philistine message.  It means Jonah is sleeping with the fishes.

(MOBSTER1 enters, hurriedly with RUTH)

MOBSTER1

Hey, Boss!  We found someone muscling in on our territory.

RUTH

Pray, let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers.

BOAZINI

Now, listen, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one, but keep close to my people. Let your eyes be upon the field which they are reaping, and go after them. When you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink what my boys have stole– I mean, drawn. 
RUTH

Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, when I am a foreigner?" 
BOAZINI

All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully told me by Don Corleone:  how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before.  The Lord repay you for what you have done.
RUTH

You are most gracious to me, my lord, for you have comforted me and spoken kindly to your maidservant, though I am not one of your maidservants.
(RUTH starts to exit and meets her NAOMI)

NAOMI

Who’s field are you gleaning in? 

RUTH

It was Don Boazini. 

NAOMI

He is the one Don Corleone told us about.  Listen!  He will be winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.  Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do. 
RUTH

Can I do that?

NAOMI

Of course!  Don’t worry.  It’s business; it’s not personal.

RUTH

All that you say I will do

SCENE 4  – DON BOAZINI’S BEDROOM

(BOAZINI, tired and inebriated, goes into bed.  After a few seconds, RUTH enters and lays under the blankets at his feet.  Theme music begins.  BOAZINI awakens and slowly folds back his blanket.  When he sees RUTH he screams.)

RUTH

What’s the matter?

BOAZINI

Oh sorry!  I was expecting something else.

RUTH

Stop screaming that way.  You’ll make yourself hoarse.

BOAZINI

Who are you?" 

RUTH

I am Ruth, your maidservant; spread your cover over your maidservant, for you are next of kin.

BOAZINI

May you be blessed by the Lord, my daughter; you have made this last kindness greater than the first, in that you have not gone after young men, whether poor or rich.  Do not fear, I will do for you all that you ask, for the heads of the other five families know that you are a woman of worth.  Now it is true that I am a near kinsman, yet there is a kinsman nearer than I.  Remain this night, and in the morning, if he will do the part of the next of kin for you, well; let him do it; but if he is not willing to do the part of the next of kin for you, then, as the Lord lives, I will do the part of the next of kin for you.

RUTH

What if he won’t release me?

BOAZINI

Then I will go to Don Corleone.

SCENE 6 – AT DON CORLEONE’S

BOAZINI (whining)

He wants the land and Ruth.  He won’t sell them to me at any price. What am I going to do, Don Corleone.  What am I going to do?

GODFATHER (leaps up and slaps BOAZINI)

You can act like a men!  Like a man!  (BOAZINI regains his composure and nods to GODFATHER.)  Good.  Now go make your wedding plans, and in a few days this bigshot will give you what you want.  

BOAZINI

I don’t know, Godfather.  He’s pretty tough.

GODFATHER

Don’t worry.  I’ll make him an offer he can’t refuse.  (Exits)

SCENE 7 – FESTIVITY

(People dance and drink.  BOAZINI, RUTH, and NAOMI enter.  RUTH is carrying her baby.  The dancers rush to RUTH and BOAZINI to see the baby.  NAOMI approaches GODFATHER.)

GODFATHER (to NAOMI)

Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without next of kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel!  He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.

BOAZINI (stepping from the crowd to address the audience)

Thus, a  son has been born to Naomi.  We named him Obed; he was the father of Jesse, the father of David the king, who was, after fourteen generations, the father of Jesus, who is the Christ. 

